the National Emergency Committee (COEN) and realized by the Armed Forces as part of the National Emergency System (SISNAE). These activities are carried out by the State resources with the intention of preparing, mitigating and responding efficiently before adverse events. For this purpose, the Armed Forces maintains military presence in all the national territory, which allows first hand knowledge of threats and existing vulnerabilities in the different sectors to identify the possible disaster risks and obtain results oriented at preparing, mitigating or better positioning effective responses before a contingency. The actions that the Armed Forces develops in the area lead to a diversity of activities with different forms, in coordination with the institutions that integrate the National Emergency System. The SRP serves as base informative document about the employment of the Salvadoran Armed Forces after the signature of the Peace Agreements, in emergency situations that occur regularly in Central America as a result of rains, earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, and volcanic eruptions.
EL SALVADOR ARMED FORCES PROCEDURES IN DISASTER SITUATIONS
All the Salvadorans have been affected, in small or large measure by the earthquakes, floods, hurricanes and volcano eruptions. All these events provoked big destructions in human lives, housings, public buildings, and highways, other infrastructure works, and cultivations. These events are putting on overdraft our vulnerabilities in front of the natural disasters that, with so much frequency affect to the country. It is necessary to add to these events to the terrorist threats that El Salvador could suffer again in certain moments, that come from through the international communism having as allies Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela.
As always happens in these cases, the population with less resources, it loaded with the worst part again, when their housings located in towns, villages and cantons to the long and wide of the national territory being destroyed. It is necessary to make a brief approach of the events that they have affected the Salvadoran territory throughout many years.
The floods and the hurricanes are intimately related, they have affected the Salvadoran territory since 1924, but the trajectories of the most important hurricanes, storms and tropical depressions have begun in the channel of the Atlantic Ocean, and very few of them have made it in the Pacific Ocean. The channel of the Atlantic is composed by the ocean Atlantic, the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. 1 For the present investigation, we will only refer to the hurricanes that were formed in channel of the Atlantic; places where the hurricanes that affect the Central American territory arise.
The area within the channel of the Atlantic where these phenomena occur is a function of the month of the year; that is to say, the areas of formation of tropical depressions change with regard to the month and the year. According to statistics of the last 100 years, at the end of the month of October, tropical systems specifically showed up and entered Central American land in Belize, Honduras and El Salvador. However, in the decade of the 90's more systems were observed than ever before making contact with land in Central America and in an atypical way; inclusive a strong hurricane such as Mitch was developed and had not been observed before. 2 The most devastating hurricane in the Salvadoran territory was hurricane Mitch.
Hurricane Mitch was one of the most powerful hurricanes that have been seen in the modern era; having up to a maximum speed of sustained winds of 290 km/h. Mitch went through Central America from October 22 to November 5 of 1998, in the hurricane season in the Atlantic. American countries caused at least 1,620 deaths; a similar number to the death count witnessed during Hurricane Katrina, and many more missing. 4 The affected territories were Guatemala and El Salvador. These two countries suffered the largest number of casualties, and dozens of communities and towns were totally isolated. The eruption of the Volcano of Santa Ana on October first, added to the devastation caused by the hurricane, provoking more floods and landslides. 5 As far as earthquakes, El Salvador is seated in the center of the Central American
Isthmus that unites two big masses of lands, North America and South America. The topography is marked by a series of volcanoes, mountains ranges and hills. Due to the frequent telluric movements during the Spanish conquests, the Spaniards called the region "Valley of the Hammocks." 6 According to the chronology of destructive earthquakes in El Salvador, eight earthquakes generated losses of human lives in the XX and XXI century, in the years 1917, 1919, 1936, 1951, 1965, 1982, 1986 and 2001. 7 The historical data show that most of the local earthquakes that have generated human losses had their location near metropolitan areas of San Salvador. Only one was located in the western area of the country. It is significant to note that the largest loss of lives occurs from the movements generated in densely populated regions of San Salvador and surroundings areas. A positive correlation exists among density population and number of deaths caused by earthquakes.
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The earthquake of October 10, 1986 , hit with a magnitude of 5.4 on the Richter scale; claiming the life of 1,500 people, 100 missing people, over 10,000 wounded and more than 15,000 displaced citizens. 9 On January 13, 2001, another strong earthquake struck with a magnitude of 7.6 on the Richter scale. This earthquake completely affected the whole Salvadoran territory. One month after the earthquake of January 13,
2001
, El Salvador suffered another seismic quake of 6.6 magnitudes. This telluric movement caused incremental material and human damages in diverse parts of the country. • To organize and execute Specialized Activities
• To develop the regional educational programs for related topics of interest associated to the functions of the armed forces in the democratic society, development of peace, human rights, and international humanitarian rights • Immediately activate the San Bernardo Plan and execute the coordination's at all level with the civil authorities and the government.
• The Chief of the Joint Command Staff of Armed Forces names a Chief of Staff that coordinates and directs the actions of handling of the emergency.
• The Armed Forces integrates the Emergency Operation Center with Officers, NCOs' and soldiers.
• The red alert has already been decreed.
• The Armed Forces puts at the disposition of the Salvadoran citizens their scarce resources.
• The Armed Forces organizes and installs housing units.
• The Armed Forces installs aid stations in the affected areas.
• The Armed Forces executes search and rescue operations, and victim evacuation.
• The Armed Forces executes patrolling to avoid vandalism and pillage.
• The Armed Forces collaborates with medical care units in the care of the injured.
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In addition, the Armed Forces execute air recognizance missions in the affected areas, air transfers of rescue and medical personnel, and recovery of cadavers. 
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The FMLN has openly manifested to the Salvadoran citizens the intent of obtaining power. They will immediately renew diplomatic, commercial relationships and all other types with Cuba. It will begin and reinforce all types of relationships with Iran, Bolivia, Venezuela, Nicaragua, and other countries of leftist order. However, the Armed Forces remains respectful of the democratic system of the country and is convinced that the true peace rests in the freedom, the civil rights within the empire of the law. is suitable to leave captured in this document recommendations that will serve as a point of reference for future initiatives to improve procedures, update unit training of participants, acquisition of equipment and to specifically raise the consciousness of the important role the Armed Institution plays in this type of disasters.
• That the Armed Forces of El Salvador maintains the integration and permanent coordination with the Civil Protection, in order to possess precise, clear data and first hand information at the national level in order to advance the areas of high risk materialized during a disaster.
• That during the phase "before" the disaster, all the institutions belonging to NES elaborate the response plan, constantly upgrade the action plans, and develop agile and expeditious coordination systems, necessary in confronting natural disaster conditions or those caused by man in an efficient and effective manner.
• That all the institutions belonging to NES during the phase "before" the disasters execute rehearsals and scenarios designed to facilitate a prompt and effective reaction against the disasters.
• Communication at the corresponding level and the constant exchange of information with CEPREDENAC in order to obtain the necessary support and qualified personnel from NES of El Salvador.
• That the Armed Forces of El Salvador maintains constant relationship with the Central American countries members of CFAC in order to develop combined exercises that contribute to the training of UHR-CFAC units and improve efficient support mechanisms to the affected country.
• That during the phase "before" the disaster, the Armed Forces of El Salvador continues preparing the personnel of the Institution as an ongoing part of the training programs, in scenarios that allow them to be under similar appropriate disaster response conditions.
• That during the phase "before" the disaster, the Armed Forces of El Salvador in coordination with Civil Protection enables the Mayors and its collaborators in each one of the municipalities of the country, with the knowledge necessary to respond to a disaster situation.
• That the Armed Forces of El Salvador be provided with the necessary resources required to create flexible units within the organization capable and expressly prepared for deployment to confront and indeed respond to a disaster situation.
